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Surface Coal Mines in North Dakota



Approximately 1500 acres are disturbed each year



History of Reclamation in ND

ÅFirst surface mining law passed in 1969 
(topping spoil peaks)

ïAmended in 1971 (grading to gentle topography),

ï1973 (salvage & respread of topsoil), 

ï1975 (salvage of subsoil, restore productivity)

ÅFederal SMCRA passed in 1977



SMCRA

ÅFederal Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act (SMCRA)

ÅND has a state program with rules and 
regulations that meet or exceed federal 
requirements

ÅThe Reclamation Division within the PSC 
administers the program

ÅOffice of Surface Mining (OSM) provides 
funding and oversight to our state program



Permitting Requirements

ÅEnvironmental Resource 
Information

ÅCompany Legal & 
Financial Information

ÅRight of Entry

ÅMining Operation Plan

ÅReclamation Plan

ÅBonding



Coal Mining ςThe Process 



Coal Mining ςThe Process 

Surface Water Management


